WHAT ARE THE IMPACTS OF TOURISM DEVELOPMENT IN ROTORUA

Read the following and decide which heading each statement should go under. Write POSITIVE impacts in one colour and NEGATIVE impacts in another

Economic

Social/Cultural

Environmental

Other

· Rotorua is a town that depends heavily on tourism. It creates employment both direct and indirect.

· Waste and garbage disposal was a real problem for Rotorua, with Lake Rotorua becoming heavily polluted, until it was cleaned up in the late 1980s.

· Tourism increases the profitability of facilities that can be enjoyed by all citizens, such as the Convention Centre, the Bath House, and the revamping of the C.B.D.

· The commercialisation of dances, ceremonies, arts and crafts to suit tourists demands have left some Maori worried that their culture is cheapened.

· Total direct spending by tourists is about $310 million p.a.

· Tourism supports the unique culture of the Maori- it has helped revive artistic traditions and provided an economic justification for preserving them.

· Tourism creates an increased need for water, power and sewage disposal.

· Rotorua means ‘two lakes’ and in a sense is also two cities: the swept up city and attractions that the tourist sees and the ‘real’ Rotorua with higher than average levels of unemployment, crime and poor health.

· Indirect spending generates over $153 million p.a.

· Jobs in the tourism sector are often low-paying and seasonal

· One in every five people are directly employed in tourism.

· A lack of funding – although tourism is big business in Rotorua, the population base is relatively small, which means it is difficult to generate funding for development. There is a small amount of regional resources compared with other international tourism destinations.

· Tourism brings large numbers of people to the region. This can increase traffic congestion and pollution.

· Fragile natural environments can be damaged. The use of cheap geothermal energy by hotels and locals led to major damage to one of the city’s key attractions. (Geothermal bores had to be shut down)

· Maintaining safety standards and adequate risk management for adventure tourism activities can be costly. All need O.S.H. approval.

