LO2 Disparities between and within countries – Disparities within the USA

Key Specifics

This learning outcome requires you to compare the differences in circumstance in the USA setting. There are 3 key areas you need to focus on – Ethnicity, Gender and Region. The following is some specific detail (facts and figures) you can learn to throw into your short or paragraph answers. 

NOTE- all figures come from the US Census Bureau, based on the 2000 Census ( the last Current Population Survey)

a. Disparities within the USA based upon Regional Location.

1. Living in Poverty

· 13% of people living in the South were living in poverty in 2000, compared to only 9% in the North East. 

· Mississippi was the state with the highest number of people living in poverty in 1999 with 19%. New Hampshire was the lowest with 6.5%

2. Employment

· In 2000, 35% of the US labour force lived in the South, yet this region only employs 62% of its available labour.

· The state with the highest unemployment level in 2000 was Alaska with 9%

3. Household

· Married couple households are more likely to be found in western states (Utah 67%) while New York state was the lowest 52%

· The South had the highest percentage of unmarried couples with children (40%) The highest state was Mississippi with 49%.

· New Jersey has the highest average household income at $55,000. West Virginia had the lowest average household income on $29,000.

4. Education

· The state with the lowest percentage of high school graduates was Mississippi with only 73%, the highest was Alaska was 89%

· The state with the lowest percentage of bachelor degree holders was Alabama with 19%, the highest was Massachusetts with 33%

· The state which has the largest percentage of children who do not speak English at home was California with 39%.

 Some state ethnicity figures to ponder….

· The most ‘white’ state in 2000 was Maine 97%, closely followed by Vermont 96%.  However, note that West Virginia was 95% White. The least was Hawaii on 24%

· The most ‘black’ state in 2000 was Mississippi with 36%, Louisiana 32%  (Though the District of Columbia is 60% black) The least is Montana with 0.3%

· New Mexico has the highest Hispanic population with 42%

b. Disparities within the US based upon Ethnicity

1. Household type

· In 2000, 24% of Blacks lived in poverty,  compared to 8% of White Americans.  30% of Black children are living in poverty, compared to 9% of White children. (30% of Hispanic children are also growing up in poverty).

· In 2000, 52% of Black families were single parent households (44 of that 52 were solo mothers) compared to 17% (12% SM) of white families and 20% of Asian families.

2. Education

· In 2000, 88% of white students graduated high school with a graduate diploma, compared to 78% of black students and 57% of Hispanic students.

· 28% of white students will go on to graduate from university with a bachelor’s degree, compared to 17% for Blacks and 10% for Hispanics (44% of Asian students will go on to gain a Bachelor’s degree).

3. Employment

· Only 4% of Asian men and women were unemployed in 2000, compared to 8% of Black men and 7% of Black women. (Hispanic figures 6% men, 8% women, White – 4% men, 3% women).

· Only 68% of the Black male population was participating in the labour force in 2000, whereas 74% of White and Asian men were and 80% of Hispanic men

· Only 54% of Hispanic women were in the labour force in 2000 (nb – the masculinity of the Hispanic culture), compared to 64% of black women.

c. Disparities within the US based upon Gender

In 2000, there were 140m women and 134m men. American women are expected to live to 79, while American men to 74. For every 100 women aged over 85 in the US, there are only 50 men in the same age group.

1. Employment

· Women have been the majority of students attending universities across the US since 1979.

· In 2000, 89% of women and 87% of men graduated high school with a graduate diploma. 30% of women aged 25 –29 hold a bachelor’s degree or better compared to 28% of men. However, for the general population (those over 20), more men have degrees (28%) than women (24%).

· Earnings for women are lower than men. In 1999, the average female wage was $26,300 while the average male wage was $36,500.

· In 2000, 58% of women worked in either Administration, Professional or Service (including domestic) employment whereas Men’s occupations were more varied. (note the poor pay of the employment completed by females).

2. Marital Status

· In 2000, 51% of women and 55% of men were living with a spouse.

· 25% of women and 31% of men have never been married..

· 10% of women had been widowed in 2000, compared to only 3% of men.

3. Living in Poverty

· In 1999, 13% of women and 10% of men were living in poverty.11.3% of the total population.

· 28% of female-headed family households were in living in poverty, compared to 12% of male headed family households and 5% of married couple family households.

