The Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade and the Origins of the Black Atlantic World

 

From 1441 to 1888, the trans-Atlantic slave trade created an African Diaspora in the forced migration of some 12 million people from many diverse societies and cultures in west and west central Africa to European colonies in the Caribbean Islands, in Central and South America, and in North America. As the tables below indicate, the majority of enslaved people, some 42%, became slaves in the sugar plantations of the Caribbean; Brazilian sugar plantations and mines received about 38% of these people; approximately 15% experienced plantation and mining slavery in the rest of Latin America; and only about 5% were sold into the English mainland colonies (later the United States). The European colonial enterprise was firmly based on African slavery, and historians have long acknowledged that the very creation of Capitalism as an economic system was inextricably intertwined with the trans-Atlantic slave trade and the wealth generated by the slave trade and the labor of those enslaved peoples.

Slave exports from Africa

Period Volume Percent

1450-1600 367,000 3.1

1601-1700 1,868,000 16.0

1701-1800 6,133,000 52.4

1801-1900 3,330,000 28.5

Total 11,698,000 100.0

