TANZANIA STATISTICS

OFFICIAL NAME: United Republic of Tanzania 
CAPITAL: Dar-es-Salaam (in transition to Dodoma) 
SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT: Unitary Multiparty Republic 
AREA: 939,361 Sq Km (362,689 Sq Mi) 
ESTIMATED 2000 POPULATION: 33,627,400



LOCATION & GEOGRAPHY: Tanzania is located in East Africa and includes the islands of Mafia, Pemba and Zanzibar. It is bound by the Democratic Republic of the Congo (Zaire), Burundi and Rwanda to the west, Zambia to the southwest, Uganda to the northwest, Kenya to the northeast, Malawi and Mozambique to the south and the Indian Ocean to the east. The Great Rift Valley cuts through the middle of the country running north to south with the major physical regions being the Western Rift, the Central Plateau, Lake Victoria Basin, the Eastern Rift and mountains, the Eastern Plateau as well as the coastal belt and islands. The Central Plateau region comprises the greater part of the country and the mountains, which are mostly grouped along the Eastern Rift, include the Kondoa and Mbulu Ranges, the Gogoland Hills, the Southern Highlands, the Mpwapwa Mountains, the Winter Highlands, Mt. Loolmalasin and Mt. Lengai while the Northern Highlands include two of the highest peaks in Africa, Mt. Kilimanjaro and Mt. Meru. The principal rivers include the Pangani, Wami, Ruvu or Kingani, Rufiji, Kilombero, Mbaragandu and further south the Matandu, Mbemkuru, Lewugu, Lukuledi and Ruvuma. Major Cities (pop. est.); Dar-es-Salaam 1,360,900, Mwanza 223,000, Dodoma 204,000, Tanga 187,600, Zanzibar 157,600 (1988). Land Use; forested 38%, pastures 39%, agricultural-cultivated 4%, other 19% (1993).



CLIMATE: Tanzania has a tropical equatorial climate modified by altitude. The north has two distinct wet seasons with the longest from March to May and the shortest from November to December while the rest of the country has one wet season from November to May. Around 50% of the country receives an annual precipitation of 760 mm (30 inches) with the maximum being 2,540 mm (100 inches) at Lake Nyasa and the minimum, 510 mm (20 inches) on the Central Plateau. The prevailing winds are the NE and SE trade winds. Average temperature ranges in Dar-es-Salaam are from 19 degrees Celsius (66 degrees Fahrenheit) to 31 degrees Celsius (88 degrees Fahrenheit) all year.



PEOPLE: Around 99% of the population are Black Africans divided into over 130 groups which can be broadly categorized into five ethnic families. The Bantu, the Nilotic, the Nilo-Hamitic, the Khoisan and the Iraqw. Around 97% of the population are classified as Bantu who are a blend of Hamitic and Negroid stocks. Ethnic alien minorities include Asians, Arabs and Europeans.



DEMOGRAPHIC/VITAL STATISTICS: Density; 28.4 persons per sq km (73.5 persons per sq mi) (1991). Urban-Rural; 32.8% urban, 67.2% rural (1990). Sex Distribution; 49.4% male, 50.6% female (1990). Life Expectancy at Birth; 51.3 years male, 54.7 years female (1990). Age Breakdown; 49% under 15, 25% 15 to 29, 14% 30 to 44, 8% 45 to 59, 3% 60 to 74, 1% 75 and over (1990). Birth Rate; 50.5 per 1,000 (1990). Death Rate; 14.0 per 1,000 (1990). Increase Rate; 36.5 per 1,000 (1990). Infant Mortality Rate; 106.0 per 1,000 live births (1990).



RELIGIONS: Around 34% of the population are Christians while 33% are Muslims with the remainder following local native tribal beliefs.



LANGUAGES: The official languages are Swahili and English, although over 100 local languages are spoken throughout the country.



EDUCATION: Aged 10 or over and having attained: no formal schooling 48.6%, incomplete primary 40.7%, primary 8.7%, secondary and higher 1.9% (1978). Literacy; literate population aged 15 or over 46.3% (1978).



ECONOMY: Gross National Product; USD $2,521,000,000 (1993). Public Debt; USD $6,746,000,000 (1993). Imports; TSh 446,713,000,000 (1993). Exports; TSh 140,088,000,000 (1993). Tourism Receipts; USD $147,000,000 (1993). Balance of Trade; TSh -385,977,000,000 (1994). Economically Active Population; 13,852,000 or 48.0% of total population (1994). Unemployed; N/A.



MODERN HISTORY - WWII TO 1993: In 1946 Tanganyika became a UN trust territory under British administration and Tanganyika gained full independence on Dec. 9, 1961. In 1963 Great Britain granted Zanzibar internal self-government and full independence on Dec. 10, 1963. On April 23, 1964 Tanganyika and Zanzibar signed an Act of Union that created the new nation of Tanzania with Dr. Julius Nyerere as President. In 1965 Pres. Nyerere was re-elected and Tanzania became a single-party state. In 1972 Zanibar's first President, Abeid Karume was assassinated. In 1973 Tanzanians voted to move the capital from the coastal city of Dar-es-Salaam to Dodoma near the country's center. In 1978 a border dispute led to Uganda's invasion of Tanzania who in turn responded by invading Uganda. Tanzanian troops aided by Ugandans who opposed Pres. Idi Amin defeated Uganda's Army and withdrew in 1981 after Idi Amin was overthrown. In Oct. 1986 Ali Hassan Mwinyi was elected President and was re-elected in Oct. 1990 for his second and constitutionally last term. In Nov. 1990 Pres. Mwinyi announced that a commission would be set up to study the benefits and disadvantages of establishing a multiparty system of government. In Feb. 1991 the National Executive Committee of the Chama Cha Mapinduzi (CCM-Revolutionary Party of Tanzania) appointed Chief Justice Francis Nyalali to head the multiparty investigation commission. On Feb. 23, 1991 Pres. Mwinyi agreed to the modification of the Arusha Declaration, which prevented CCM leaders from using their positions to increase their own wealth, to allow leaders to own rental property, to have private business interests and earn more than one income. On Aug. 21, 1991 around 23,000 prisoners were pardoned by Pres. Mwinyi. Also in 1991 the British government set aside £2 million to fund new political measures and offered a further £20 million in development aid, conditional upon the implementation of World Bank and IMF economic programs. On Feb. 15, 1992 an agreement was signed following a meeting of foreign ministers from Tanzania, Uganda and Kenya in which they agreed to re-instigate regional cooperation. On Feb. 18, 1992 a special congress of the CCM ratified the country's move to a multiparty political system, fearing the separatist movement on Zanzibar. In April 1992 Japan agreed to provide financial assistance for the government's anti malaria program and in the same month the government relaxed foreign exchange regulations. Also in 1992 Tanzania and Uganda agreed to strengthen energy ties and to continue with plans for Uganda to supply hydroelectric power to the western region of Tanzania. On Jan. 10, 1993 Zanzibar announced it had joined the Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC), although it reassured the government that their union was not under threat as a result of the move. On Jan. 24, 1993 Pres. Mwinyi created a new post of deputy prime minister and appointed Augustine Lyatonga Mrema. On April 13, 1993 a Ministry of Legal and Constitutional Affairs, headed by Sanuel Sitta, was established. On April 25, 1993 the government announced that it had expelled three Sudanese Muslim teachers for promoting Islamic fundamentalism. Also in April the authorities had arrested some 50 Muslims over disturbances throughout the country and charged them with illegal demonstrations and incitement. In Aug. 1993 a bill was introduced in an attempt to establish a separate government for the mainland to give them a special constitutional status similar to what Zanzibar enjoyed. A closed legislative session was held in which former Pres. Julius Nyerere argued that the ratification of the bill would lead to the collapse of the union. Following the meeting Zanzibar's President Salmin Amour declared his government would withdraw from the OIC.



CURRENCY: The official currency is the Shilling (TSh) divided into 100 Cents.



MAIN TRADING PARTNERS: Its main trading partners are the UK, Germany, Japan, Singapore and Italy. 

MAIN PRIMARY PRODUCTS: Beans, Cassava, Cloves, Coconuts, Coffee, Cotton, Diamonds, Maize, Sisal, Tobacco. 

MAJOR INDUSTRIES: Agriculture, Cement, Food Processing, Oil Refining, Textiles. 

MAIN EXPORTS: Cloves, Coconuts, Coffee, Cotton, Diamonds, Sisal.



TRANSPORT: Railroads; route length 2,580 km (1,603 mi) (1989), passenger-km 3,420,000,000 (2,114,000,000 passenger-mi) (1989), cargo ton-km 1,248,000,000 (855,000,000 short ton-mi) (1989). Roads; length 82,114 km (51,023 mi) (1989). Vehicles; cars 44,000 (1989), trucks and buses 52,000 (1989). Merchant Marine; vessels 39 (1990), deadweight tonnage 31,586 (1990). Air Transport; passenger-km 209,778,000 (130,350,000 passenger-mi) (1990), cargo ton-km 2,134,000 (1,462,000 short ton-mi) (1990).



COMMUNICATIONS: Daily Newspapers; total of 3 with a total circulation of 220,000 (1992). Radio; receivers 565,000 (1994). Television; receivers 80,000 (1994). Telephones; units 85,000 (1993).



MILITARY: 34,600 (1995) total active duty personnel with 86.7% army, 2.9% navy and 10.4% air force while military expenditure accounts for 3.8% (1993) of the Gross National Product (GNP).

Tanzania History 
 



 
* The country of Tanzania is a result of the political union between mainland Tanganyika and the off-shore islands of Zanzibar and Pemba. 

* The two parts of the union attained independence from Britain separately, the mainland in 1961 and Zanzibar in 1963. 

* The coastal area has been the subject of a lot of maritime rivalry first between the Portuguese and Arab traders and later between various European powers. 

* It was not until the middle of the 17th century when Arab traders and slavers first entered the country. 

* Zanzibar had become so important as a slaving and spice entrepot by the first half of the 18 hundreds that the Oman Sultan, Seyyid Said moved the capital there from Muscatel in 1840. 

* From the beginning of the 19th century Britain's intrust stemmed when a treaty was signed with Seyyid Asides predecessor to forestall possible threats from Napoleonic France to British possessions in India. 

* Seyyid Said moved to Zanzibar, the British set up their first consulate there, Britain made Oman Sultan sign treaties restricting the slave trade. 

* In 1873 due to the threat of naval bombardment Sultan 
Barghash (Seyyid Said's successor) signed a treaty outlawing the slave trade, although this trade continued on the mainland. 

* A British protectorate was placed on Zanzibar in 1890 it remained this way until 1963 when independence was granted. 

* In 1964 the Sultan was toppled in a communist-inspired revolution, during this the majority of the Arab population were massacred or expelled. 

* Sultan was replaced by the Afro-Shirazi Party. 

* It was during the reign of this party that Zanzibar and Pemba were merged with Tanganyika to form Tanzania. 

* It was in the middle of the 19th century when the European explorers began arriving, four of the most famous being Livingstone and Stanley, Burton and Speke. 

* In 1891 the Germans colonised the mainland and it was governed directly by the German government. 

* The British were mandated the territory by the League of Nations after WORLD WAR 1. 

* In 1954 the Tanganyika African National Union (TANU) was founded by Julius Nyerere, and they made nationalist organisations a great success. 

* In 1961 Tanganyika achieved independence the country's first president was Nyerere. 

* In 1967 the Arusha Declaration was created, as a result of the neglect of education, this was heavily influenced by the Chinese communist model. 

* The villages were intended to be socialist organisations created by the people and governed by the people. 

* Education was seen as essential to educate people into socialist ideas. 

* The economy was nationalised and taxes were increased, Nyerere banned government ministers and party officials from having shares or directorships in companies or from receiving more than one salary, this was an attempt to prevent the development into an exploitative class. 

* The villages since development have been transformed from peasant control to direct state control and new schemes were introduced, such as potable water, clinics, schools, fertilisers, high yield seeds and irrigation these schemes all failed due to lack of money and resentment among the peasants. 

* Corruption became widespread. 

* A third scheme was adopted to encourage the peasants to amalgamate their small holdings into large communially owned farms, this scheme was relatively successful and the government were prompted to adopt a policy of compulsory "villagisation" of the entire rural population. 

* Nyerere turned to the People's Republic of China as his foreign partner, the Chinese built a brand new railway for Tanzania from Dar es Salaam to Kapiri Mposhi, named the TAZARA railway, due to the rise in price of oil in the 1970's Tanzania had no money to maintain the railway, there were also serious fuel shortages. 

* Tanzania was bankrupted due to Nyerere's support of the guerrillas fighting for the independence of Angola and Mozambique against the Portuguese and also those fighting to overthrow the White minority government of Rhodesia. 

* In 1978 Idi Amin sent his army into northern Tanzania, as a result of Tanzania supporting exiled groups who were hostile to his regime, but it was more likely that it was simply a diversion to prevent mutiny in his own country, it took months for the Tanzanians to mobilise an army but when they did face the Ugandans, the Ugandans threw down their arms and fled, the Tanzanians pushed into Uganda, they left approximately 12 000 troops within the country, Tanzania was then condemned by the OAU due to the fact that the OAU's principle is that no state should interfere with the internal affairs of another. 

* Nyerere also helped to topple two other regimes in 1975 in the Comoros Islands and in 1977 in the Seychelles. 

* Kenya, Tanzania and Uganda were linked together in an economic union after independence, which shared a common airline, telecommunications and postal facilities, transportations and customs, also their currencies were convertible, there was freedom of movement. 

* In 1977 this fell apart as a result of political differences. 

* Nyerere closed his country's borders with Kenya as a consequence of Kenya grabbing the bulk of the communities assets. These have been opened since. 

* In 1985 Nyerere stepped down but he then became the chairman of his party Chana Cha Mapinduzi (the CCM-Party of the Revolution). 

* Ali Hassan Mwinyi was president from 1985-1995.
٭ Benjamin William Mkapa - President 1995- present.
Physical Geography
​​​
 The largest country in East Africa. Consists of the mainland plus the major islands of Zanzibar, Pemba and Mafia. The coast is protected by a coral reef. A large central plateau with grasslands and mountain ranges, with Mt Kilimanjaro in the north being the highest mountain in Africa at 5,895 meters /19,340 feet. The Great Rift Valley runs through the centre of the country and contains many lakes. In the north the country borders Lake Victoria and in the west Lake Tanganyika.
 
* Tropical climate with high temperatures and humidity on the coast and islands. Average daytime temperatures 23 Ecclus / 73 Fahrenheit from June to September and 27 Celsius 81 Fahrenheit from December to March. Annual rainfall is more than 1000 mm / 40 inches. 

* On the central plateau it is much drier. Annual rainfall 250 mm / 10 inches. 

* On peaks above 1,500 metres / 5,000 feet there is a semi temperate climate with permanent snow on the highest peaks. 
٭ Tanzania is located in East Africa and includes the islands of Mafia, Pemba and Zanzibar. It is bound by the Democratic Republic of the Congo (Zaire), Burundi and Rwanda to the west, Zambia to the southwest, Uganda to the northwest, Kenya to the northeast, Malawi and Mozambique to the south and the Indian Ocean to the east. The Great Rift Valley cuts through the middle of the country running north to south with the major physical regions being the Western Rift, the Central Plateau, Lake Victoria Basin, the Eastern Rift and mountains, the Eastern Plateau as well as the coastal belt and islands. The Central Plateau region comprises the greater part of the country and the mountains, which are mostly grouped along the Eastern Rift, include the Kondoa and Mbulu Ranges, the Gogoland Hills, the Southern Highlands, the Mpwapwa Mountains, the Winter Highlands, Mt. Loolmalasin and Mt. Lengai while the Northern Highlands include two of the highest peaks in Africa, Mt. Kilimanjaro and Mt. Meru. The principal rivers include the Pangani, Wami, Ruvu or Kingani, Rufiji, Kilombero, Mbaragandu and further south the Matandu, Mbemkuru, Lewugu, Lukuledi and Ruvuma. Major Cities (pop. est.); Dar-es-Salaam 1,360,900, Mwanza 223,000, Dodoma 204,000, Tanga 187,600, Zanzibar 157,600 (1988). Land Use; forested 38%, pastures 39%, agricultural-cultivated 4%, other 19% (1993).
TANZANIA HISTORY

Northern Tanganyika's famed Olduvai Gorge has provided rich evidence of the area's prehistory, including fossil remains of some of humanity's earliest ancestors. Discoveries suggest that East Africa may have been the site of human origin. 
Little is known of the history of Tanganyika's interior during the early centuries of the Christian era. The area is believed to have been inhabited originally by ethnic groups using a click-tongue language similar to that of Southern Africa's Bushmen and 
Hottentots. Although remnants of these early tribes still exist, most were gradually displaced by Bantu farmers migrating from the west and south and by Nilotes and related northern peoples. Some of these groups had well-organized societies and controlled extensive areas by the time the Arab slavers, European explorers, and missionaries penetrated the interior in the first half of the 19th century. 
The coastal area first felt the impact of foreign influence as early as the 8th century, when Arab traders arrived. By the 12th century, traders and immigrants came from as far away as Persia (now Iran) and India. They built a series of highly developed city and trading states along the coast, the principal one being Kilwa, a settlement of Persian origin that held ascendancy until the Portuguese destroyed it in the early 1500s. 
The Portuguese navigator Vasco da Gama explored the East African coast in 1498 on his voyage to India. By 1506, the Portuguese claimed control over the entire coast. This control was nominal, however, because the Portuguese did not colonize the area or explore the interior. Assisted by Omani Arabs, the indigenous coastal dwellers succeeded in driving the Portuguese from the area north of the Ruvuma River by the early 18th century. Claiming the coastal strip, Omani Sultan Seyyid Said(1804-56) moved his capital to Zanzibar in 1841. 
European exploration of the interior began in the mid-19th century. Two German missionaries reached Mt. Kilimanjaro in the1840s. British explorers Richard Burton and John Speke crossed the interior to Lake Tanganyika in 1857. David Livingstone, the Scottish missionary-explorer who crusaded against the slave trade, established his last mission at Ujiji, where he was “found" by Henry Morton Stanley, an American journalist-explorer, who had been commissioned by the New York Herald to locate him. 
German colonial interests were first advanced in 1884. Karl Peters, who formed the Society for German Colonization, concluded a series of treaties by which tribal chiefs in the interior accepted German "protection." Prince Otto von Bismarck's government backed Peters in the subsequent establishment of the German East Africa Company. 
In 1886 and 1890, Anglo-German agreements were negotiated that delineated the British and German spheres of influence in the interior of East Africa and along the coastal strip previously claimed by the Omani sultan of Zanzibar. In 1891, the German Government took over direct administration of the territory from the German East Africa Company and appointed a governor with headquarters at Dar es Salaam. 
Although the German colonial administration brought cash crops, railroads, and roads to Tanganyika, European rule provoked African resistance, culminating in the Maji Maji rebellion of 1905-07. The rebellion, which temporarily united a number of southern tribes and ended only after and estimated 120,000 Africans had died from fighting or starvation, is considered by most Tanzanians to have been one of the first stirrings of nationalism. 
German colonial domination of Tanganyika ended after World War I when control of most of the territory passed to the United Kingdom under a League of Nations mandate. After World War II, Tanganyika became UN trust territory under British control. Subsequent years witnessed Tanganyika moving gradually toward self-government and independence. 
In 1954, Julius K. Nyerere, a schoolteacher who was then one of only two Tanganyikans educated abroad at the university level, organized a political party--the Tanganyika African National Union (TANU). TANU-supported candidates were victorious in the Legislative Council elections of September 1958 and February 1959. In December 1959, the United Kingdom agreed to the establishment of internal self-government following general elections to be held in August 1960. Nyerere was named chief minister of the subsequent government. 
In May 1961, Tanganyika became autonomous, and Nyerere became prime minister under a new constitution. Full independence was achieved on December 9, 1961. Mr. Nyerere was elected President when Tanganyika became a republic within the Commonwealth a year after independence. 
An early Arab/Persian trading center, Zanzibar fell under Portuguese domination in the 16th and early 17th centuries but was retaken by Omani Arabs in the early 18th century. The height of Arab rule came during the reign of Sultan Seyyid Said, who encouraged the development of clove plantations, using the island's slave labor. 
The Arabs established their own garrisons at Zanzibar, Pemba, and Kilwa and carried on a lucrative trade in slaves and ivory. 
By 1840, Said had transferred his capital from Muscat to Zanzibar and established a ruling Arab elite. The island's commerce fell increasingly into the hands of traders from the Indian subcontinent, who Said encouraged to settle on the island. 
Zanzibar's spices attracted ships from as far away as the United States. A U.S. consulate was established on the island in 1837. The United Kingdom's early interest in Zanzibar was motivated by both commerce and the determination to end the slave trade. 
In 1822, the British signed the first of a series of treaties with Sultan Said to curb this trade, but not until 1876 was the sale of slaves finally prohibited. 
The Anglo-German agreement of 1890 made Zanzibar and Pemba a British protectorate. British rule through a sultan remained largely uncharged from the late 19th century until after World War II. 
Zanzibar's political development began in earnest after 1956, when provision was first made for the election of six non-government members to the Legislative Council. Two parties were formed: the Zanzibar Nationalist Party (ZNP), presenting the dominant Arab and "Arabized" minority, and the Afro-Shirazi Party (ASP), led by Abaid Karume and 
representing the Shirazis and the African majority. 
The first elections were held in July 1957, and the ASP won three of the six elected seats, with the remainder going to independents. Following the election, the ASP split; some of its Shirazi supporters left to form the Zanzibar and Pemba People's Party (ZPPP). The January 1961 election resulted in a deadlock between the ASP and a ZNP-ZPPP coalition. 
On April 26, 1964, Tanganyika united with Zanzibar to form the United Republic of Tanganyika and Zanzibar, renamed the United Republic of Tanzania on October 29. 
TANU and the Afro-Shirazi Party of Zanzibar were merged into a single party (Chama cha Mapinduzi--CCM Revolutionary Party) on February 5, 1977. On April 26, 1977, the union of the two parties was ratified in a new constitution. The merger was reinforced by principles enunciated in the 1982 union constitution and reaffirmed in the constitution of 1984. 
The elections that followed the granting of self-government in June 1963 produced similar results. Zanzibar received its independence from the United Kingdom on December 19, 1963, as a constitutional monarchy under the sultan. On January 12, 
1964, the African majority revolted against the sultan, and a new government was formed with the ASP leader, Abeid Karume, as president of Zanzibar and chairman of the Revolutionary Council. Under the terms of its political union with Tanganyika in 
April 1964, the Zanzibar Government retained considerable local autonomy. 
Abeid Karume was named First Vice President of the union government, a post he held until his assassination in April 1972. Aboud Jumbe, a fellow member of the ASP and the Revolutionary Council, was appointed to succeed Karume. In 1981, 32 persons were selected to serve in the Zanzibar House of Representatives. The election marked the first poll since the 1964 revolution. In 1984, Jumbe resigned and was replaced by Ali Hassan Mwinyi as both President of Zanzibar and First Vice President of Tanzania. In the election of 1985, Mwinyi was elected President of the United Republic of Tanzania; Idris Wakil was elected President of Zanzibar and Second Vice President of Tanzania. In 1990, President Nyerere handed over power to his successor, President Ali Hassan Mwinyi, in 1985, Nyerere retained his position as Chairman of the ruling party for five more years, but in 1990, this post also was passed on to Mwinyi, who started his last five-year terms at that time. Nyerere retired from formal politics but remains influential behind the scenes. 
In 1990, in response to the currents of democracy sweeping much of the world, Tanzania began making substantial changes to its political system.
Independence, since 1961 - Presidents, 1961- Prime Ministers, 1972-
Presidents, 1961- 
1961-1965 Julius Nyerere 
1965-1985 Julius Nyerere 
1985-1995 Ali Hassan Mwinyi 
1995- Benjamin William Mkapa 

Prime Ministers, 1972- 
1972-1977 Rashid Kawawa 
1977-1980 Edward Moringe Sokoine 
1980-1983 Cleopa David Msuya 
1983-1984 Edward Moringe Sokoine 
1984-1985 Salim Ahmed Salim 
1985-1990 Joseph Warioba 
1990-1994 John Malecela 
1994-1995 Cleopa David Msuya 
1995- Frederick Sumaye

SPEECH BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA, HIS EXCELLENCY BENJAMIN WILLIAM MKAPA, ON THE OCCASION OF THE TELEFOOD GALA NIGHT, ROYAL PALM HOTEL, DAR ES SALAAM, 25 OCTOBER 2002

 

 

Minister of Agriculture and Food Security,

     Hon. Charles Keenja;

Chairperson of the Equal Opportunities for All Trust Fund and

     Patron of TeleFood Tanzania, Mama Anna Mkapa;

FAO Representative,

     Mr. Pierre Gence;

Chairman of the National TeleFood Committee,

     Mr. Franco Tramontano;

Distinguished Guests;

Ladies and Gentlemen.

 


I am pleased to be part of this annual TeleFood campaign in support of a cause dedicated to the most basic of all human wants: Food.  This is a noble and worthy cause, but whose challenges are truly monumental.  I, therefore, thank all of you for a demonstrable commitment to helping people feed themselves.


I have read the menu for tonight’s gala.  Obviously we will be very well fed, and I have no intention of dampening your appetites.  But, let us reflect for a while.  For, we gather in the comfort of this hotel against the backdrop of a recently released Food and Agricultural Organisation (FAO) 2002 Report on the State of Food Insecurity in the World.  The prospects it offers are bleak:  progress in reducing hunger in the world has virtually ground to a halt.  


The FAO report is especially disheartening because it comes five years after pious declarations were made in 1996, at the World Food Summit in Rome, where the international community committed itself to reduce world hunger by half by the year 2015.  That noble objective, we are now cautioned, may not be met at current trends.  


That does not have to be the case.  There is enough food in the world, but it is concentrated in too few hands, leaving many mouths with nothing.  There is also wide scope to increase food production sustainably; we only have to empower poor people, and create a better environment, to do so.  The report attributes widespread incidents of hunger to poverty, vagaries of weather, armed conflict, political and economic disruption, and other man-made causes.  Many of these are within the power of leaders to address; removing obstacles to food self-sufficiency. 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

If I point to the FAO report this evening it is for two reasons:
· First, to underscore the regional and global context in which our efforts to combat hunger are pursued; and  
 

·        Second, to reflect on the relative food security we as a country enjoy, which provides an opportunity to consolidate socio-economic gains for our country and people.

 

 
We, in Tanzania, are fortunate to have created a nation united and largely at peace with itself.  Elsewhere on our continent, horrific conflicts and prolonged consequences of those conflicts, have devastated countries, uprooted people, and destabilised societies, as well as undermined their socio-economic and production structures.  Hunger and poverty have thus been exacerbated by unnecessary wars and other conflicts.  Our policies and efforts in support of regional peace initiatives are, therefore, an important component of efforts to ensure national and regional food security.  They are also central to building our own capacity to provide and sustain necessary conditions for food self-sufficiency.

 
It should be noted that hunger is both a cause and a consequence of extreme poverty, which is aggravated by instability.  Hungry people cannot take full advantage of development opportunities that can disentangle them from poverty. Hungry people would not care about elections or other rights to which they are entitled.  They have to eat to live and to see the next day.  For them, this is the most basic human right and top priority.  And, as Mark Twain aptly said, “Principles have no real force except when one is well fed”.

Poverty reduction strategies at national and international levels must address food security as an integral component of rural development, which now requires urgent priority attention.  Rural development strategies should include measures for improving sustainable agricultural production and food distribution, creating employment opportunities for the poor and equal access for women and men to food, water, land, credit and appropriate technology.


TeleFood is a good example of an undertaking with immense potential. I am gratified to learn that since its inception in 1998, the Tanzania TeleFood Campaign has managed to raise more than T.Shs.205 million, and to fund 43 projects across the country.  Most encouraging is the fact that all these projects have been funded from resources contributed locally. This is national self-reliance at work.  It is an example of what can be achieved when the private sector, non-governmental organisations and civil society work together with the Government in joint pursuit of a common cause.  


I am equally pleased that TeleFood projects target smallholder farmers, including vulnerable groups and the disabled. The Government supports such initiatives, for they are an important part in our strategy to combat poverty.  I believe this initiative will have a multiplier effect on agricultural production and productivity in our country.  I would, however, suggest that in order to utilise scarce resources more efficiently, tangible synergies should be sought and fostered between TeleFood and other actors in this field in various parts of our country.


It is also gratifying to learn that TeleFood assistance targets mostly women.  This is a demonstrable commitment to justice, and to ensure effectiveness of the project. It is an established fact that women produce most of the food, especially in our rural areas.  By empowering women, TeleFood projects have a direct impact on nutrition for families.  They also lessen the heavy burden on women’s shoulders across the country.


The success of the TeleFood projects should be seen as a beginning.  So I urge all of us here, while enjoying the evening, to reflect on the poverty levels in our societies, both in urban and rural areas, and to think innovatively how each one of us can contribute more towards empowering our people to break the chairs of poverty, and be free from the indignity of not being able to feed oneself, or one’s family.  Let us think together on how best we can assist our communities and entrepreneurs to turn agriculture into a productive and profitable activity.  This should be the essence of our gathering here tonight.


And our people are generally ready to take up this challenge.  In my visits to many parts of our country I have seen that, with good leadership, Tanzanians can chart their development path, and determine their destiny. I have witnessed the gradual revival of the self-reliance or self-help spirit in Tanzania.  The TeleFood initiative should be part of that spirit, in practical terms, and I would like to thank all those who have contributed to it since its inception in 1997.

Ladies and Gentlemen,


The total food production in the country for the year 2001/2002 is estimated at 8.55 million metric tons, enabling us to attain a food self-sufficiency ratio of 102 percent for 2002/03.  This is a very encouraging situation.  It is also a clear indication that, with proper strategies and focused implementation, our country can achieve a reasonable level of food security.  I thank our farmers for this success, while urging them not to rest on their laurels.  For our aim must be to attain permanent food self-sufficiency; not cyclical sufficiency.


I should also take this opportunity to thank our international development partners for assisting us in our endeavour to attain national food security.  We thank FAO and the other development partners for helping us implement the Special Programme for Food Security. I especially welcome and encourage the assistance given to our farmers under this programme to adopt appropriate technologies that incorporate low-cost, small-scale, water control and improved land management, soil fertility enhancement, crop intensification and diversification, and many others.  I am pleased to note that participating farmers have increased their yields considerably.  In Morogoro and Dodoma regions, farmers who were harvesting less than 2.5 tons of paddy per hectare prior to the programme are now harvesting more than double that amount.


The Agricultural Sector Development Programme that is being finalised will target sustainable improvements in farm incomes with a view to reducing rural poverty, and increasing the availability and access to food for all Tanzanian households. It will also promote agro-processing in rural areas in order to add value to our agricultural produce, to increase farm profitability, to increase employment opportunities and to enhance our efforts in combating rural poverty.


But it is not enough for us to have good leadership, for donors to help us and for our people to work hard.  The external environment must also be supportive.  As of now it is not.  We should all join forces in calling for a better international agricultural trading system that does not short-change poor countries, and our farmers.  When you see people in Dar es Salaam drinking imported orange juice when mountains of locally grown oranges are rotting by the roadside, earning practically nothing for our farmers, you realise there is something that is not right about trade in agricultural products in the world.  When you see in this country of abundant cattle people having to eat beef, butter, cheese and even drink milk from as far away as New Zealand, you realise the playing field cannot be level, or fair, for poor countries.  For, it does not matter what we do; we can never sell milk to Europe or Australia.  They will not let us; that is the truth.  Subsidised agriculture in rich countries cannot be de-linked from the collapse of agriculture, and hence the enduring food crisis in poor countries.  And they subsidise their agriculture, not because it is a way to ensure food security, but to guarantee financial security for their farmers.  Indeed, as one proverb has it, “The rich worry over their money, the poor over their bread.”

Ladies and Gentlemen,


Let me now highlight this year’s TeleFood theme, which is Water:  Source for Food Security.  As we all know water is life; without it there can’t be life.  Inadequate water services have a particularly adverse impact on the poor, worsening the challenge of food security and sanitation, and acting as a medium for the spread of disease.  We are making special efforts to meet the water needs of our people.  Our next major undertaking in this regard would be drawing water from Lake Victoria for domestic use in Mwanza and Shinyanga regions.  


It is a fact that Tanzania has not been able to utilise its water resources in a most efficient and sustainable manner.  While we have ample water sources, and among the richest water bodies, we have not yet been able to utilise their full potential for agricultural production.  Sometimes the cost is too prohibitive.  It is estimated that we irrigate only about 1 to 2 percent of all arable land. It is easy to lament this low level of irrigation, but one also has to consider the cost of building irrigation systems for a country the size of ours.

I urge all concerned parties to put more effort to promote affordable small-scale irrigation schemes in the rural areas.  Promotion of small-scale fishing, in both fresh and sea waters, would also enhance food security and improve the nutritional status of children and adults alike.  With respect to water for irrigation, the Government in collaboration with development partners, is finalising the Irrigation Master Plan for the country.  I believe that this Master Plan, coupled with better soil moisture management on rain-fed farming, as well as rain water control and harvesting techniques adopted under the Special Programme for Food Security, will go a long way in promoting national food security. 


I take this opportunity to thank the Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations – FAO – and particularly the FAO Director General, Mr. Jacques Diouf, for the vision that has engendered this noble endeavour for the poor.


For initiatives like TeleFood to succeed, it is imperative that a well-coordinated monitoring system be instituted. I should like, therefore, to thank the Equal Opportunities For All Trust Fund and other implementing partners for their valuable support to Tanzania TeleFood, and especially for following up and overseeing the implementation of projects.  I would also like to urge other non-governmental organisations, particularly those at district level, to support and promote TeleFood among local communities.  By so doing, TeleFood Tanzania will grow and expand throughout the country, benefiting a larger share of the population.


In conclusion, let me once again register my most sincere gratitude to the National TeleFood Committee, the FAO Representative in Tanzania – Mr. Pierre Gence – and all sponsors and organisers of this occasion tonight, for inviting me.  I thank everyone who has contributed to TeleFood Tanzania.  I would like to reassure you that I appreciate and recognise your dedication and input to the cause of food security and poverty reduction in this country.  I, therefore, wish you and your Committee success and prosperity in this cause.  Together we will continue to work toward agricultural and overall rural development in Tanzania.


The American poet, Ralph Waldo Emerson, said, “Let the stoics say what they please, we do not eat for the good of living, but because the meat is savoury and the appetite is keen.”  And, tonight I have been assured the meat is savoury, and I can only wish you all a most keen appetite.


Thank you for your attention.

