Reasons for ageing Population.

· Ageing pop is when the elderly age group (65+) is increasing more rapidly than either the working age grp or the youthful age grp.  By 2051 26% of the pop will be >65 years (12.1% in 2001). NZ’s pop is ageing mainly because of the declining birth rate.  In 1961 the birth rate was 27/1000 but this has halved to 13.8/1000 in 2003.  The birth rate has fallen for a variety of reasons including the changing role of women in the workforce, later marriages, smaller families (costs of having children) and delayed motherhood (average age of new mothers is now 30), increased accessibility of contraception etc

Other reasons? People living longer (life expectancies up to 75 for males and 80 for females) and the effects of the baby boomers approaching later middle age.

Issues of an ageing population

Positive aspects: 

· Retired people can help with community  services e.g. C A B
· new business opportunities e.g. retirement villages, Golden Oldies Tours.. 

· Older people less criminally inclined
· cumulative wisdom to share e.g. kuia.
Negative aspects:

· cost of universal superannuation (currently over $5 billion)
· medical costs of elderly dependents – Alzheimers, cancers etc…

· some schools close ( falling rolls )

· Changing housing needs – costs of providing increased numbers of small, low maintenance homes that need to be located near amenities.

Issues concerning whether individuals /families or the govt should take more responsibility in the future for caring for the elderly

