HOW HAVE POWERFUL GROUPS / FORCES INFLUCENCED THE ‘SPATIAL’ DISPARITIES BETWEEN countries?

WHAT ARE THE DISPARITIES BETWEEN COUNTRIES?

	INDICATOR
	TANZANIA
	U.S.A.
	U.K (Britain)
	INDIA

	GNP per Capita ($US)
	$220
	$22,000
	$17,000
	$340

	Birth Rate / 1000
	50
	16
	14
	32

	Infant Mortality Rate / 1000
	102
	8
	7
	90

	Life expectancy in years
	47
	75
	75
	58

	Fertility Rate (avg. births per woman)
	5.3
	2.0
	1.8
	3.8

	% Urban Population
	20
	78
	89
	26

	Literacy Rate %
	65
	97
	99
	69

	Persons Per Telephone
	450
	1.3
	1.6
	145

	% of Pop access to safe water
	60
	100
	100
	86

	Pop per Doctor
	4757
	416
	611
	2337

	Calories consumed per capita
	2050
	3642
	3270
	2229


Use these statistics to help you complete the following detailed essay plan:

INTRODUCTION

There are many social and economic disparities found between countries around the world.  Some countries are defined as developed (providing an adequate standard of living (SOL) for their people).  However, there are many countries around the world that struggle to provide the basic necessities for their people, these are developing countries.  A global pattern can been seen with developed countries found in ‘The North’ or in Europe and North America while developing countries are found in “The South” -  Africa, South America and southern parts of Asia.

There are many groups and forces that influence these spatial disparities.

COLONISATION AND TRADE:

Colonisation is a powerful force that has historically caused disparities between colonising countries (e.g. Britain, France) and colonies (e.g. Tanzania, India).  Valuable raw materials were taken from colonies (free or cheaply – such as cotton, gold, rubber) and manufactured in the wealthier colonising country factories.  This created profits and jobs for the coloniser when they then sold the manufactured products back to the colonies at a far greater price.  

For example when Britain ruled India it placed a tax on Indian cloth.  India was forced to send raw cotton to Britain where it was processed and returned to India as cloth.  British exports rose 16 times from 1815 – 1832.  This created wealth in Britain and caused poverty for India.  This type of trading and control has lead to India’s GNP per capita being US$340 while Britain’s is US$17,000.  

NEO COLONIALISM AND TRADE:

This same process is continuing today.  Modern economic forces such as multinational companies (MNC) are controlling poorer nations with tariffs and import taxes that hinder them from manufacturing their own raw materials – this keeps economic growth and GNP low.  Countries dependent on exporting primary goods are unable to dictate the terms of trade -  rich MNC’s do.  

An example of this in coffee production in Tanzania.  46% of Tanzania’s GNP comes from agriculture.  Farmers grow coffee beans for large European companies such as Nestle.  They receive 5% of the total profits and earn less than they did 30 years ago.  Farmers therefore struggle to provide food and education for their families.  For example only 8% of children go to secondary school and the average calorie intake is 2050.  If they processed their own coffee the British government places an import tax on it -  making it 6 times more expensive than its own processed coffee.  This leads to Tanzanian farmers earning little for their beans (5% of profits), while the British companies earn 60% of profits and it provides secondary and tertiary jobs.  The average calorie intake in Britain is 3270 and almost 100% of children attend secondary school.

Globalisation is a product of both Colonialism and Neo-colonialism.  MNC’s are becoming more influential and they benefit from producing their products cheaply in developing countries.  However, the workers in these countries don’t receive the same positive effects.  For example in Indonesia clothing companies such as Gap pay 60% of a living wage and workers are forced to work for 18 – 36 hours at a time if needed.  Gap earns large profits, but the workers live in slum conditions (no running water, power and live in houses made of crates).

THE IMF/WORLD BANK AND DEBT

The International Monetary Fund and World Bank are responsible for poor developing countries borrowing large sums of money and being in debt.  In the 1970’s wealthy companies in developed countries had surplus income due to high oil prices.  The IMF and World Bank lent this money to developing countries to complete large-scale projects e.g. in infrastructure.  However, they struggled to repay the loans because of their low incomes and the interest rates were relatively high.  Today, as these countries repay debt , there is less and less money left to provide social services such as schooling and health to their poor populations.

For example Zambia’s debt is three times in annual GNP.  Tanzania owes more now than it borrowed in 1978.  It repays ¼ of it’s GNP in debt repayments, 1.8 Billion $US, each year.  This money is desperately needed to provide education facilities and health care to the 33 million people – 76% live below the poverty level.  Tanzania’s life expectancy is 47, while wealthy countries such as USA have a life expectancy of 75 years.  The World Bank has lent Billions to developing countries – in 1980 they owed US$580 billion by 1994 they owed US$2 trillion.  

In theory the World Bank and IMF are trying to promote development in these countries.  Unfortunately the debt’s owed hinder the projects promoted by them.

UNITED NATIONS

The UN is an international organisation that aims to promote economic development.  Two important UN agencies are the UNDP (UN Development Programme) and the WFP (World Food Programme).

These agencies work in developing countries to help reduce poverty and improve the SOL for it’s people.  WFP is given to countries facing food shortages such as Ethiopia and Iraq.  50% of UNDP’s resources go to African countries.  It promotes support for Democratic Government’s and tries to improve trade and markets for primary goods produced.

The UN is also responding to the AIDS’s epidemic. The number of dying of AIDS each year is estimated at 2.4 million.  These people are parents, workers and valuable members of a country.  Their death leaves a burden on families.  The UN estimates in Namibia 10% of work time is spent attending funerals of AIDS victims.  It is estimated 25% of people in Zambia are infected.   Life expectancy in Tanzania is decreasing from 50 in 1997 to 47 in 2001 due to Aids. It gives government’s money (e.g. Tanzania $1.5 million) to treat low income people who are HIV positive.  Life expectancy in USA is 75 and most people in the USA with HIV are being treated with drugs and can expect to live far longer.  

NGO’S AND AID

There are many organisations that are trying to reduce the disparities that have been created by unfair trade barriers, historical injustices and the many other causes.  Every year over $500 million is given to African nations to try and help them provide adequate services for their people.  Bilateral and multilateral aid is often lent with ties and ¼ of the aid given in 1999 was ‘lent’.  Non-government Organisations seem to be making the biggest difference in poor nations.

An example of this is World Vision and TACARE in Tanzania.  They have set up the following projects in the Kigoma region (the poorest with 1 million people)

· Micro-loan schemes – this tries to promote small-scale business development and women are encouraged to join.  People save a small amount of money themselves and the UNDP helps lend them money with secure low interest (1 or 2 %) loans.  Over $100,000 has been lent and over 20,000 people are involved.

· Dispensary Creation – Each village has a basic heath care worker that can give drugs and medical advice.

· Scholarships for Girls – At present only 25 of girls finish secondary school in Kigoma.  Over 200 girls are in the program and they have an 80% success rate.  These girls act as role models for others.

· Village Based forests have been set up – the trees were donated and the villagers taught how to grow and look after the trees, raise seeds and understand sustainable forestry

· Improving agriculture – Oil palm hybridisation has meant farmers get 4 times the oil from each tree.  This means more income for farmers.  TACARE sells these palms for cost and educates farmers on cultivation.

· Grass-planting = this is reducing the soil erosion in the area which increases the yield from crops (cash and subsistence) 

All these projects are improving the lives of people in Kigoma – reducing the disparities in living conditions between rural and urban or country to country.

So in summary these groups and forces have either created or are trying to reduce the disparities in development between countries around the world.

