Activity -THIS GROUP OF WORDS

TOPIC: ANCIENT EGYPT 
TIME NEEDED:

30 minutes

AIMS:



-
To provide an overview of the topic






-
To introduce key vocabulary




-
To develop the skills of classification and generalisation PREPARATION:


-
Hypothesis and question formation.
1. Select approximately 30 words that are important to the topic or part of the topic you are about to study.  
Try to avoid words that give away the topic and specialist vocabulary to which the students will be unable to bring a great deal of meaning. Write the words into a grid.  Photocopy this grid onto coloured card, at one per four students in your class.  Cut the words up and make into sets.
Activity
Without telling the students what their unit is going to be, divide them into groups of 4.  Give each group a set of words.  
Groups are instructed to group the words in categories of their own choosing.

Each group of words is then given a label.  Encourage students to avoid a miscellaneous

category. When groups have finished arranging their words allow them some time to wander around the class discussing what the words are all about, similarities and differences in groupings.
2. Pose the following question for the students.  
The words below are important to a group of people, what do they tell you about how they lived? 
Note:-
The statements that the students make here are effectively hypotheses for later investigation - thus a clear focus for an inquiry investigation is provided.
DEATHMASK 




BRONZE 

KINGDOM 





CRAFTSMEN 

CROPS 





NOBLES 

SLAVES 





PAPER

COBRA 





IRRIGATION 

DESERT 





FARMING 

DOG 






PILLARS 

GODS 





TEMPLE 

DROUGHT 





DATES 

CARPENTERS 




PRIESTS 

QUEEN 





TOMBS 

CARVINGS 





FERTILE

SOILS






CATS 

FLOODS 





PLOUGH

