SPATIAL CONCENTRATION OF TOURISM IN ROTORUA
Tourist flows show patterns of concentration and dispersal in New Zealand. Tourist flows are more concentrated in international tourism .(In the five main centres Auckland, Rotorua, Wellington, Christchurch and Queenstown).Auckland, Wellington and Christchurch are the three main centres and this reflects their importance as entry and exit points. Tourist flows are more evenly dispersed throughout New Zealand for domestic tourism, with the importance of the main centres as flight points shown.

BETWEEN THESE TOURIST CENTRES THERE ARE A NUMBER OF DIFFERENT TYPES OF LINKAGES...PEOPLE



International tourists tend to move between major tourist centres, within a limited time span. Domestic tourists tend to move between a greater variety of centres, as a group but as individuals visit fewer centres but staying longer at each. Eg. Domestic tourists visiting Rotorua either go there for a summer holiday by the lakes or go for “Special event” such as the moon ride.
INFORMATION


This is the formal dissemination of information. Information centres are necessary as a focus point for data on local attractions. (Encouraging concentration in the local area) They also disseminate data on other national attractions, thus encouraging dispersal. There are fewer information centres at minor tourist areas and more at larger tourist areas thus encouraging concentration at major areas.

IDEAS



This is the informal exchange of information from locals to tourist and from tourist to tourist. It often occurs at accommodation centres eg YHA, Backpackers, B and B.  Local knowledge may encourage dispersal as tourists are informed about less well known areas , while tourist knowledge encourages concentration as they rave about "well known" activities.

FINANCE


The exchange of tourist dollars from one area to another. This tends to encourage concentration as the most popular attractions are open to pre-bookings from distant information centres. The information centre gets a commission on the booking and the rest of the money is sent on to the attraction. It encourages concentration of those activities offered at the information centre.

TRANSPORT



This encourages concentration in the major centres as the entry/exit functions dominate here. The type of transport mode differs for the domestic and international tourist. The international tourist relies on air travel, bus and rental car/van travel. They focus on the major routes between major destinations and travel greater distances over a set route. The domestic tourist relies on air and private car travel and take minor routes over smaller areas 

In Rotorua T.D. is concentrated within specific areas for a variety of reasons. These include:-

· Agglomeration of tourist facilities provide economies of scale. i.e. it is cheaper to have lots of tourist attractions, services etc together to cut down on such things as transport costs. Examples at Rotorua include Mt Ngongotaha with Skyline Skyrides, the Luge, Rainbow Farm and Springs, Agrodome etc etc. Fenton St where many motels and hotels are located in between Whakarewarewa and the C.B.D.  This provides easy access for tourists to a range of tourist attractions and services, such as shopping, the museum, geothermal activity, the lake etc.

· Keeping tourist facilities concentrated in certain areas means local residents are not disturbed as much by tourists being where residents live.

· Tourist attractions are generally located on main transport routes to provide easy access for tourists. Eg Tamaki tours.

