A Kingdom United

People have lived within the valley of the Nile since prehistoric times and there is evidence that several cultures existed along that river's banks that contributed to the eventual creation of Egyptian civilization. But history did not begin in Egypt until the conquest of northern Egypt (known as Lower Egypt), by a king from the south (known as Upper Egypt) in about 3000 B.C. As tradition has it, all of Egypt was united into one kingdom by the legendary Menes, though this honor perhaps more rightly belongs to King Narmer, whose palette on display at the Cairo Museum shows him wearing the crowns of both Upper and Lower Egypt. To the ruler who brought Egypt together goes the credit for crushing rebellion, regulating irrigation, acquiring new territory, encouraging trade and prosperity, and setting the stage for two millennia of Egyptian rule that would follow. 

In the two thousand years that followed unification, more than two dozen Egyptian dynasties rose and fell. Historians divide this span of time into three periods, each characterized by strong government, foreign expansion, and cultural achievement. These periods are known as the Old Kingdom, the Middle Kingdom, and the New Kingdom. Separating each of these kingdoms were intermediate periods characterized by political disunity and vulnerability to foreign conquest. 

Activity
1. Copy this into your notes

2. Use the blank copy of Egypt and an atlas. Locate the following:-

i. The Nile River

ii. Cairo

iii. Eastern Desert

iv. Sinai

v. Teffeh

vi. Aswan

vii. Suez

viii. Luxor

       3.
Use the text attached to create a timeline of Egypt.

